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Choosing a school for your child 

is one of the most important 

things that you will do. We hope 

that Crook Primary School is the 

school that you choose for your 

child and that you will 

experience a happy partnership 

with us so your child leaves 

ready to face the challenge of 

secondary school with 

confidence.

Welcome to 
Crook Primary

Our school motto is: 



my classroom

Why is Crook Primary 
the school for your child?

Meeting the needs 
of your child

The school seeks to meet the 

needs of all its children, to 

promote self-confidence and 

self-esteem and a respect for 

others by providing a positive 

and caring environment.

Below are some of the ways 

that we will help your child 

achieve his/her full potential.

House System & 
Children’s Management 
Team

All children belong to a 

“house” or team, which they 

stay in during their time at 

Crook Primary. This is to 

encourage a community 

spirit, hard work and a sense 

of belonging.

Children win house points for 

their team and various inter 

house sporting events are 

held. The houses are: Pegasus, 

Centaur, Griffin, Phoenix, 

Dragon and Unicorn. 

Teachers and two house 

captains lead each house. 

The house captains are from 

Year 6 and are chosen for 

their outstanding contribution 

that they have made to the 

school. They are part of the 

Children’s Management Team 

who help children during 

playtimes and lunchtimes. 

They also help with ideas to 

make our school a better 

place by seeking views of 

children in the school and 

planning termly events such 

as the talent show ‘Crook 

factor’ and curriculum 

related days. 

There are opportunities for 

younger children to take 

responsibility such as by 

becoming Buddies and Mini 

Buddies.

House logo



School Rules

• To be respectful and value each other and  

 ourselves. By doing this, others will 

 respect us.

• To be polite and honest. By doing this we will  

 be trusted.

• To work well with our teachers and be eager  

 to learn. By this we will achieve our best.

• To behave well so that we are all safe and  

 happy. By doing this we will become   

 valuable members of the community.

• To be proud of our achievements, so that our  

 teachers and families will be proud of us 

 and our school.

Our school rule is “to follow instructions”. 

Whilst at school, we expect that the children:

• are polite and friendly

• are helpful and kind

• work hard and quietly

• play carefully and sensibly

• look after each other

If we do our best we can achieve anything 

and have a wonderful life.

Drama 

We are very proud of our drama provision in 

school. Each year, Year 5 put on a tremendous 

production. We are also a hub school for the 

Royal Shakespeare Company and are working 

with them together with other schools in our 

cluster, developing a three year project. All 

children have an opportunity to perform on 

the stage at Christmas and sometimes at other 

times in the year.

The aims of our school for every child are as follows:-

Commitment to Safeguarding

Crook Primary is committed to safeguarding 

the children at all times. Staff are trained in 

child protection procedures and we consider 

the needs of individual pupils who may need 

safeguarding with due regard to 

confidentiality.

that’s me 
in IC T...



The school day starts at 8.55am 

when the bell goes and children 

line up in their classes. 

The School day

Please say goodbye to your child in the yard as 

it is important that children come into school 

with their class teacher. We ask that parents do 

not follow their children into school. We are 

happy for children to come to school by bike or 

scooter but the school is not responsible for 

these items. Children must not ride them in the 

yard after 8.50am or at home time.

In the event of school closure, a text message 

will be sent from school to the first contact on 

your child’s admission form. Please make sure 

this is kept up to date.

Infant playtime is at 10.15am until 10.30am and 2.00pm – 2.15pm

Junior playtime is at 10.30am until 10.45am

P laytime

Lunchtime
Infant lunch is at 11.45am until 12.30pm

Junior lunch is at 12.00 – 12.55pm

End of school
Key Stage 1 3.00pm

Key Stage 2 3.15pm



Playtimes

We encourage children to bring balls and 

suitable toys to play with at playtimes. The 

school is not responsible for any lost toys. 

At playtimes there are children playground

leaders and anti bullying buddies to help the 

other children, as well as playground leaders 

at lunchtimes that organise activities and 

support children in their play.

Absences

Attendance is extremely important and we 

expect all children to attend unless there is 

a very good reason for absence.

If your child is not going to be at school for any 

reason, please contact the school by telephone 

(01388 762400), text (01388 207009) or email 

crookprimary@durhamlearning.net on the first 

day of absence, and send a note in with your 

child when he/she returns to school. You can 

also complete an on-line form found on 

our website.

Children are not allowed to leave school 

during normal hours unless they are collected 

from the school office.

Children who are ill will be sent home. Please 

ensure that we have up to date contact 

numbers at all times.

Requests for leave of absence

We believe that children need to be in school 

for all sessions, so that they can make the most 

progress possible. However, we do understand 

that there are circumstances under which a 

parent/carer may legitimately request leave of 

absence for a child to attend, e.g. a special 

event. We expect parents/carers to contact the 

school at least a week in advance, but 

normally this request will be granted.

Parents/carers have the right to ask to withdraw 

their children from school for up to ten days for 

an annual holiday. We naturally prefer 

parents/carers to take their family holiday in 

the normal school holiday periods, however, if 

this is not possible, leave of absence may be 

granted at the discretion of the headteacher. 

This decision will be dependant on the child 

having a good record of attendance during 

the previous/current academic year. It is 

unlikely that any child who has less than 95% 

attendance will be granted authorised 

holidays.

Persistent absentees (85% attendance and 

below) will not be granted authorised leave of 

absence as the school believes that this will be 

detrimental to their education.

Any child, who is removed from school for 10 

days without the permission of the 

Headteacher, will have this period of time 

recorded as an unauthorised absence. 

The parents/carers are then liable to be issued 

with a fine.

We love playtime



Crook Primary is a mixed county 

school and children are 

admitted from 4+ to 11 years 

of age.

my school

Our School 
Building

We have a lovely building 

and extensive playing fields. 

We have much space and the 

general environment is 

excellent. It is very secure and 

fulfils access arrangements for 

those with special needs.

We have state of the art 

computer facilities where the 

ratio of each computer to 

child is less than 1:2. Children 

have opportunities to explore 

many different ICT 

opportunities such as 

animation and video 

conferencing. 

We have an ICT/Library suite 

known as the ‘Spark Zone’.

The school has two halls as 

well as a gym. We also have 

an inner quad with play 

equipment for Early Years and 

another inner quad which is 

our environmental area.



Behaviour

At Crook Primary, we expect children to follow 

instructions. We follow a ‘Consistent Behaviour 

Plan’. This means that we reward children for 

good behaviour and give sanctions when 

children choose not to do as they are asked. 

The lists of rewards and sanctions are clearly 

displayed in every class. 

Parents are involved in a partnership with 

teachers to help children behave. 

Children can win two bands for each term 

which gives them a reward day treat which 

might be anything from a bouncy castle to 

rock climbing.

School Uniform

We expect all children to wear school uniform. 

It consists of a navy or white polo shirt, navy 

sweatshirt or hoodie and navy, grey or black 

trousers/skirt. In addition, beenies and caps 

can also be purchased. Shoes or trainers must 

be black. High heels and platforms should not 

be worn.

Children are allowed to wear one pair of studs 

in ears, but only if an Earring Indemnity form 

has been completed by a parent. These are 

available from the school office. Other body 

piercings are not permitted. No rings or hoops 

should be worn. Necklaces and bracelets are 

not permitted, unless they are our school 

reward bands. Parents are asked to make sure 

that children are capable of dressing 

themselves

when they come to school. This should include 

buttons and zips.

It is very important that all school uniform is 

named correctly.

Uniform can be ordered from the school office 

or through the school website. We accept cash 

and also payment via our website through 

school comms.

Hair should be worn in an appropriate style 

for school and to avoid the risk of head lice, 

we suggest that long hair be tied back using a 

single hair bobble. Bandanas and large hair 

decorations should not be worn. By Year 3, 

children should wear a PE kit consisting of 

t-shirt, shorts and trainers/plimsolls.

Starting School

Parents and children are invited to visit school 

to meet the Reception Class teachers and to see 

the school.

When the children first start school in 

September they will only attend 9.00am – 12.00 

noon for the first week, 9.00am – 2.00pm for the 

second week and the third week they will be 

here for the full day; 9.00am – 3.00pm.

This helps to make the change to the regular 

school day as smooth as possible. Our 

reception unit is self-contained and children 

make the happy transition to school in a very 

safe and stimulating environment helped by 

our expert staff.

The uniform
is great



Teaching and Learning

We aim to develop:

• Confidence to communicate in written or  

 spoken form.

• Knowledge and understanding of   

 mathematics.

• An interest in all aspects of the curriculum.

 Responsibility and respect for each other.

• Highly developed skills in ICT.

Methods of teaching are varied to suit the 

needs of the children and the requirements 

of the national curriculum.

Curriculum

We want our children to be happy. They will be 

working in an ordered way to cater for all 

aspects of their development. All teachers will 

present the subjects: English, Mathematics, 

Science, Technology, History, Geography, 

Physical education, Music and Art in 

accordance with the National Curriculum 

requirements and programmes of study. Our 

curriculum is called the ‘What if?’ curriculum 

and is a topic based creative curriculum 

underpinned by key skills. Topics normally last 

about four weeks and are designed to reflect 

the interests of the children. Parents are invited 

in to celebrate children’s learning by taking 

part in curriculum afternoons which normally 

take place once per term.

Homework

Each child has a Learning Log with a series of 

exciting tasks to be completed over the term. 

Children love this approach to homework and 

we have found this to be far more successful 

than the more traditional approach.

Organisation of Classes

At present we have approximately 360 children 

on roll, in fourteen classes. There are two 

classes in each year group.

For literacy and numeracy we group children 

according to ability across year groups from 

Year 1 to Year 6. Therefore, your child may 

have a different teacher in the morning for one 

of these subjects. 



Appointments with teachers

Our teachers want to have excellent 

relationships with parents so that we work 

together to achieve the best for children. In the 

mornings, the teachers’ main priority is to bring 

children into school as quickly as possible to 

start learning. Please refrain from engaging 

teachers in conversation except for a cheery

“hello” and make an appointment with the 

office to see the teacher at the end of the day. 

Religious Education

We cover aspects of Christian beliefs as well as 

other faiths and cultures.

Charging

Educational visits and visitors help greatly to 

enhance the curriculum. The school makes 

requests to parents for the cost of educational 

visits. If parents do not support these activities, 

some trips may, as a result, have to be 

cancelled.

The school reserves the right to charge for 

acts of vandalism.

School Meals

There are three choices for lunchtimes.

Children can go home, have a packed lunch 

or have a school lunch.

School meals are cooked on the premises. We 

would encourage parents to choose the 

school meals option.

Sweets should not be brought to school. 

Lunchtime drinks, as part of a packed lunch 

should be in plastic containers – no cans or 

glass bottles please. Children are 

encouraged to drink water throughout the 

day, and should bring a plastic water bottle 

for use at school. Only water or milk is 

allowed to be drunk throughout the day. 

Fizzy drinks are not allowed as part of a 

packed lunch.

Key Stage 1 children are provided with fruit 

each day. 

Sex Education

We do not teach this as a separate subject but 

as part of health education. Questions from 

children are answered as they arise.

Any parent who wishes to withdraw their child 

from aspects of religious education or sex 

education, should do so in writing to the Head 

Teacher.

The school holds both Active Mark Gold Award 

and Enhanced Healthy Schools Standard.

PE

We play team games e.g. netball, football, 

cricket and rounders. We join interschool 

leagues for football, cricket and netball. A real 

strength of our school is our dance provision. 

All children have some form of exercise every 

day.

Extra Curricular Activities
Numerous extra curricular activities take place 

throughout the year. These change termly due 

to the interest of teachers and children. 

However there is always dance and football 

clubs for which a small charge is made.

Special Educational Needs

Children with special educational needs are 

given the appropriate support. Miss Bowden is 

our Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator 

(SENCO). She is available to see parents.

To make an appointment please contact

the office.



We hold three parents’ evenings each year. In addition, every half 
term, each child in Year 1 – 6 receives a half-termly progress sheet 
which gives grades for effort, attainment, behaviour and 
attendance.

Parents and the 
Community

Parent Support Advisor

Please make an appointment with the class 

teacher if you have any worries or concerns 

about your child’s progress.

Each term you will receive a newsletter about 

what is happening at school during the term. 

There is also up to date news on our website; 

www.crookprimary.co.uk.

Each year we ask parents and children to 

sign a home/school contract with us that sets 

out the expectations and responsibilities of 

the school, child and parent.

Mrs Burton is our parent support advisor who 

is able to signpost you to different activities 

and services as well as to offer help and 

advice. If you would like to access her help 

you can do so by contacting the school office.

Complaints

If you have any queries or complaints, please 

contact the class teacher or the Head 

Teacher. You may also contact any member 

of the Governing Body.

The Governing Body

The Governing Body of our school is made 

up of representatives of the Local Education 

Authority, parents, teachers and the local 

community. Elections to the Governing 

Body are held every four years, or as the 

need arise.

The governors seek to establish an 

environment in which everyone – staff, 

governors, advisory colleagues, parents 

and pupils – can work with each other for 

the success of our school. You may contact 

the governors on any issues concerning 

the school if you wish to do so.
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